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Pilgrims of Hope on the Path of Peace
Pope Francis has declared 2025 a Jubilee Year and he wants the year to be lived as a ‘year of hope’ to which has been added by the Dicastery for the Consecrated Life in Rome: ‘on the path of peace’.  To pray for peace in our world is a call to each of us.
A Jubilee Year has its origins in the Scriptures, but the first one celebrated in Western Christianity, was in the year 1300, when Pope Boniface VII convoked a special year of grace and conversion, involving prayer, pilgrimage and sacramental repentance. The goal of a Jubilee year is to inspire and encourage holiness of life among the faithful and therefore to strengthen the Church’s witness to God’s loving mercy in and for the world.
As well as Religious Sisters, Brothers, Priests and laity living the consecrated life, Jubilee 2025 is to be a year of celebrating the whole People of God. Consecrated life is being celebrated in Australia on Sunday 2nd February, and in Rome from the 8 – 12 October. 
 The Vatican has issued a General Calendar of Jubilees naming 36 different organisations and groups of people, who are invited to celebrate their lives and ministries.  Here is a small sample:  16-18 February, Artists; 8-9 March, Volunteers;  5-6 April, The Sick and Health-Care Workers;  26-27 April, Teenagers, 24-26 May, Children, 14-15 June, Sport, 26-28 September, catechists. 30 Oct-2 November, The World of Education. Each group or organisation is encouraged to celebrate their Jubilee, by giving thanks to God, by linking with each other and by celebrating what they do in their lives and in our world.  This is a wonderful invitation to parishes to celebrate one or more of these Jubilees, honouring the people within your local parish and/or school. 
Our Catholic Office for Youth and Young Adults (COYYA) is celebrating the Jubilee of Youth between the 28 July and 3 August:  Power Up 2025.   They are also planning pilgrimages to the three chosen sites for the Jubilee Year in the Archdiocese:  The Cathedral, Sevenhill and Penola.
So, why not think of some ways that we as the People of God, can celebrate the Jubilee Year within our local parish communities? You might like to choose other groups to celebrate? If you would like to access the Jubilee Calendar, here is the link: www.jubilaeum2025.va  It will take you to the Vatican website.    
Pope Francis concludes the Jubilee prayer with: May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the treasures that only you, God, can give to us.  May that same grace spread the joy and peace of Christ, our Redeemer, throughout the earth.  To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever.  AMEN
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